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Are there any kids anywhere in the world who don’t like  

dogs? Of course not! A furry, four-legged friend can bring  

lots of joy. But owning a pup isn’t all fun and games –  

there are things to worry about too. This book guides  

young readers and pup-lovers through the basics of pet  

care. It introduces potential pitfalls and shows how  

the joys of owning a pup can help you overcome them.  

So, what are we waiting for?  

Let’s dive into the world of dogs!
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It’s great to 
have a dog, 
but . . . 

Our dog tears and chews  

everything in sight.

What do we do? If our dog keeps chewing everything 

up, my sister won’t be too happy about it.

All our slippers are gone. Our 

shoes are ready for the trash 

bin. And that’s not counting 

our new sofa . . . 

Oh no! Our dog chewed  

up my sister’s favorite doll.  

She cried all day long. 

We need stop him from  

destroying the house – so let’s get  

him a toy to chew on instead!

When you get home, your dog will be too tired  

to even think about gnawing on the furniture.

Awww . . .

Oh my

Better yet, let’s 

take him for long 

walks so he can 

run around and 

wear himself out.

Good boy!
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If it’s raining outside, 

a long walk is out of 

the question. But there’s 

fun to be had at home too. 

When you’re done with the brain 

games and the weather is good 

again, go outside to play frisbee 

with your pooch.

Your dog – just like you – needs to use their brainpower. 

Come up with fun activities that’ll get them thinking.  

Hide a few yummy treats around the room and have your 

pup go find them. This game is sure to get them excited!  

To keep this game fresh, make the hiding spots harder  

and harder to find.

Give your pup lots of 

activities and you’ll never 

have to worry about their 

teeth causing trouble. 

Never say never – but  

you get the idea!
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Sometimes it’s fun to let your dog explore 

on their own by taking off their leash.  

But if a cat or any other animal comes  

their way, your joy might not last long.

When they  

reach you,  

reward them.

When your dog starts running 

towards you, call out their 

name and tell them ”Come 

here!” (or something similar –  

it’s up to you).

Buddy!
Come here!

Good
boy!

At times, you might encounter someone  

your dog starts barking at. Before you’re 

ready to let your dog off the leash,  

you have to teach them to respond  

to the basic command ”Come here!” 
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What if you have to choose 

between going to the movies 

with your friends or walking 

your dog? You could either 

miss out on the fun or get 

someone else – like a brother 

or a sister – to take your dog 

for a stroll.

Instead of going on 

vacation, you could stay in 

and watch a movie with your 

dog. But that’s probably not 

the advice you wanted . . . 

You could find someone 

nice enough to spend  

two weeks looking after 

your pet. 

You could book your dog  

a stay at a doggy hotel.

But what do you do with your 

dog when you want to go on 

a vacation with your family? 

The most fun solution, 

though, is to just take  

your four-legged friend  

on vacation with you! 

It’s great to 
have a dog, 
but . . .
What do we do when we  

go on vacation? 
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glossary of canine communication

Tail-flicking

Yay, I‘m so excited!

Slow and calm tail-wagging 

I‘m perfectly satisfied

dog body language

Tail tucked between the back legs

I‘m scared

Body tensed, trying to look bigger

I‘m not afraid of you

Crouching down

Your wish is my command

Lying on their back,  

exposing their belly

I am completely devoted to you

mouth head and eyes ears

Head up,  

eyes straight ahead

tightened corners of 

the mouth

Ears flattened down  

on the head

I’m self-confident I‘m wary! Don‘t scare me! I don‘t 
understand you.

Eyes fixed  

and squinting

Don’t test met  
or I’ll attack

Go away! Now! I am in a peaceful mood 

Corners of the mouth 

pulled down,  

teeth bared

head turned away

Eyes fixed,  

mouth open
Yawning

Head tilted  

to the side

I’m such a happy dogI’m feeling pretty chilled out Hmm. I’m a bit  
confused
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